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“Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but his tha 
sent me. If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine 
whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself.”—Sr. JoHn vu: 16, 17. 
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DISCOURSE BY ELDER DAVID MCKENZIE. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 196.] 
Dr. NEtson, in his work on infidelity, makes use of the following: 
“Infidels are made from two causes; the first or primary cause is the 
depravity of our natures; the second is our lack of knowledge.” Now, 
at first glance it seems astounding to say that such men as Voltaire, David 
Hume, Thomas Paine, Colonel Ingersoll, and others were infidels from 
want of knowledge. Bear in mind, however, those two causes. In the 
first place, the primary cause—original depravity—gives us a tendency to 
lean towards the side of falsehood and wickedness, and to discriminate 
against the revelations of God in favor of things of a carnal nature. And 
this first cause leads to the second, because if we are inclined to falsehood, 
if we desire that which is unrighteous, unholy, or impure, we are not 
likely to seek after the things of God with a view to find them true, but 
rather to find flawsin them. In this connection I remember what Thomas 
Carlyle said about Voltaire. He said Voltaire was disqualified from being 
a testator on this subject because he was in no sense religious although he 
criticised religion so strenuously and earnestly without, he says, possessing 
any knowledge’of Christianity beyond the most superficial. Take the case 
of the great infidel, David Hume, the leader of the infidels in his day in 
England, and well known as an essayist and historian. Dr. Johnson once 
said in a company of literary gentlemen: “No honest man can be an 
unbeliever in the Bible after giving it a proper investigation.” “Excuse 
me, sir,”gZsaid one, “I think you wil] make an exception in the case of 
David Hume.” “No, sir,” said the Doctor, “Mr. Hume once admitted to 
a clergyman in the Bishopric of Durham that he had never read even the 
New Testament with attention.” What does Thomas Paine, the great 
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anti-christian, say? “I keepno Bible.” Yet how bitterly he railed against 
it! He was one of a class that took a certain ground. He became a 
specialist on that ground, and in that order of reasoning, and he rehashed 
the doctrines of negatists that had gone before him, and with that stock- 
in-trade he went before the world. Halley, the astronomer, happened to 
say in_the presence of the great Sir Isaac Newton that he was an un- 
believer in Christianity. Sir Isaac turned to him in his calm, dignified 
manner, and said: “Sir, 1 have studied those subjects, and you never 
have. Do not disgrace yourself as a philosopher by pretending to pass 
an opinion upon a subject with which you are not acquainted.” What is 
the secret of all this? Was not Halley a learned man? Yes, and a man 
of great ability. Was not David Humea learned man? Yes. Was not 
Thomas Paine a man of great ability? Yes. What was the trouble then? 
The trouble was defined by the Earl of Rochester. He had been an infidel, 
but was converted to a belief in the Bible. He says, “The bad heart, the 
bad heart, is the father of infidel thought.” The fool hath said in his 
heart (not in his head) “there is no God!” It is like the case of a woman 
who looked into a mirror, and seeing wrinkles upon her face, she was so 
disgusted that she smashed the mirror, because it showed the truth. So 
with many men; they do not like that system which shows up the 
wrinkles and defects of their character, and they try to break it and dis- 
qualify it from having any influence against them. 

I maintain, then, that one of the principal reasons why the children of 
men are so careless about this message that has been delivered to them by 
the Latter-day Saints is simply that they do not incline towards righteous- 
ness. Peradventure too, some have heard of or read the history of the 
Latter-day Saints, of their persecutions, of their sufferings in Missouri 
and Illinois, of the martyrdom of their leaders, of the disinterested and 
self-sacrificing labors performed by those who have been at the head of 
our affairs, and of our people generally; and they realize that it has been 
a history of hardships and struggles, trials and privations. And they do 
not want any of that, or as little as possible, in their lives; forgetting that _ 
with all these trials and sufferings, even though called to pass through the 
fiery furnace, that there is an abiding power of salvation in and around 
those individals who are called to endure them, that such are buoyed up 
and sustained by that Great Being who has called upon us to do His will 
and keep His commandments under all circumstances. I say they lose 
sight of that part of it, and this is no wonder. The Apostle explains it: 
“The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for they 
are foolishness unto him; neither can he know them, because they are 
spiritually discerned.” There is a scientific formula “That no force can 
act except where there are pre-established relations existing between that 
force and the things on which its energies are to work.” It is precisely so 
with the religion of Jesus Christ. If a divine message comes from heaven 
to the children of men, it is foolishness to the children of men, unless— 
What? Unless there are pre-existing relations within the individual 
breast and the divine message. What are those pre-existing relations? 
Now, if any one here denies that man’s first duty is to God, his Father and 
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Creator, that he is obligated to find out His will and then to do it, I have 
nothing at present to say to him. But to those who are willing to admit 
that they are the offspring of the Great Father who created us all, and 
who feel that it is their duty and privilege to try and find out if He has 
anything for them to perform—I say, if they feel this way, that pre- 
established relation is in their hearts, and when they hear this message 
they may not necessarily go to President Woodruff, the President of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, but I do expect, considering 
the importance of the message that is delivered by this Church, and the 
evidences of sincerity and integrity manifested by this people after all 
their experience, their wanderings, their works, their unity of purpose, 
their unity of spirit, their gathering together from the four corners of the 
earth to build up Zion to the Most High, and above all the purity of their 
doctrines, and their harmony with the Scriptures, I say after all these 
testimonies it should be a sufficient incitement for all honest-hearted men 
and women to go and humble themselves before their Father in Heaven 
and ask Him for enlightenment as to whether He has communicated this 
message to the inhabitants of the earth or not. That is what we ask of 
the people, and we beg and plead with them, for their souls’ salvation, 
to come in and partake of the same spirit that we have received, in order 
that they too, our brethren and sisters, may attain unto the same results 
and be enabled to anticipate the same exaltation as we do. 

The history of the Latter-day Saints is notrifling thing. It is a testi- 
mony that will stand against the children of men. It is something that 
cannot be challenged. It is an evidence of the sincerity of this people. 
It is an evidence that there has all along been a power with them that 
cannot be accounted for in any other way than that it is the power of the 
Most High God. How often have we seen critical periods in our history 
when it seemed as if there was nothing for us but overthrow—nothing but 
the blackness of night in front of, behind, and all around us; but by and 
by, after having in patience and humility waited, peradventure in fasting 
and prayer, we have seen the clouds break and disappear, and the sun of 
righteousness shine again on His people. The real fact is that God has 
established His kingdom upon the earth and that no opposing power can 
overthrow it. And although, in His providence, we are called upon to go 
through fiery ordeals, it is for the express purpose of manifesting a testi- 
mony to the nations and of testing the people who have taken upon them 
the name of Jesus Christ, to see whether they are willing to prove them- 
selves worthy of the exaltation and eternal life that they are daily solicit- 
ing at the hands of God. 

It is no trifling thing, my brethren and sisters, to bea Saint. What 
does it require of us? It requires of us our whole heart, our whole purpose 
of mind, and correspondent actions. It is not a mere matter of profession, 
that we meet together, sing praises to the Most High and receive instruct- 
ion from those who are called upon to address us. Do you realize, my 
brethren and sisters, that it is quite possible for people to hear too many 
good instructions; that the more of them they receive, unless they put 
them into practice, the worse off they become? We meet together and hear 
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of the goodness of God and the glory of His coming kingdom, the great- 
ness of His power and majesty, might and dominion, and they create an 
exalting impression upon our minds, and we feel, “Oh! how good a thing 
it is to be a Saint.” But if we return to our every day life and give no 
thought upon what we have heard, neither apply the instrutions we have 
received, and come again the next Sunday to meeting without ever having 
thought any more about those sacred things, and hear a similar statement 
of facts made, the impression by and by falls sensibly lighter upon our 
minds, and finally the result is that we become case-hardened in religion ; 
and instead of being qualified for the duties of a Saint, we have shut our 
souls even against the reception of the passive impressions that we 
received from hearing the things of God. What is it then that we are to 
do? Weare to act upon those impressions. We are to incorporate them 
in our lives and characters. We are to manifest our religion by our 
works. We are not simply to say how lovely it is to feed the poor, to 
clothe the naked, to visit the sick and the afflicted, to cheer and console 
them. It may beall very well to talk about this; but the thing is to 
practice it in our lives, and by that practice create our own characters and 
develop habits of religion. You know well] enough that physically our 
organs are cultivated by use. If they are disused, there is no develop- 
ment, no growth. Just so with our minds. -As with our physical nature 
so with our spiritual nature. If we would develop any function of the 
mind, if we would improve in moral as in physical habits, we must incor- 
porate them into our character by the things we do, not alone by the things 
we say. I think it is Aristotle that speaks on this very subject. He com- 
ments upon the folly of students attending college and listening to in- 
structions, and going away without ever thinking of putting them into 
practice; but just meeting from time to time and acquiring a little more 
learning, and never apply what they so learn. He compares it to a man 
who would go to a physician, lay his ailment before that physician and 
ask him for remedies, and after hearing all that he had to say would con- 
tent himself with listening and never applying the remedies. It is just 
so with our religion. 

Let any one who is conversant with the history of the Latter-day Saints 
see how the Lord, through His providences, has manipulated events that 
they have been brought asa people in direct contact with adversities, 
trials, and suffering. Was it for no purpose, think you? Wasit simply 
because the Latter-day Saints forgot themselves that the Lord chastised 
them a little? Did He chastise them merely for chastisement sake? No. 
Who among you chastise your little ones simply because yon are angry 
at their ill doings? Is it not that you may impress upon them the necess- 
ity of doing better? Do you think our Heavenly Father would be any less 
kind to His children! What He has called upon us to pass through asa 
people has been to improve our condition, to brighten our intellects, to 
increase our faith, our love one towards another, our fellowship one for 
another, our charity for all men. There is not a people under the sun so 
qualified as are the Latter-day Saints to extend religious tolerance to every 
people, because they have found out the value of this by experience. It 
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is just so with the principles of charity, love and forbearance. They 
have been called upon to need all these things at the hands of others, and 
they appreciate their worth. 

In short, my brethren and sisters and friends, wide all people have 
come upon this earth for the express purpose of learning by experience, I 
do not know of any that have ever been brought into so good a school as 
have the Latter-day Saints. And we shall be brought face to face with 
everything that is necessary to purge out the dross from our natures, and 
purify our hearts from everything that is opposed to truth and righteous: 
ness, that we may be able to offer them as a sacrifice to Jesus, our Redeem- 
er, and say, “All that we have, all that we are, we yield unto Thee; forgive 
our foibles, and accept of us as Thine.” That is the calling of the Latter- 
day Saints. It is that which they are pleading with the honestin heart in 
all the world to come and do with them, that we may all grow up together 
in unity, and present a people purified and perfected, so that when Christ 
shall come to reign upon the earth a thousand years, He will have those 
that He can love and cherish to associate with. May God speed that time, 
is my prayer in the name of Jesus. Amen. 


A DANGEROWS VOYAGE. 


In the year 1881 I was requested by the president of the Swiss and Ger- 
man Mission to accompany a small number of emigrating German Saints 
from Hamburg to Liverpool, at which latter place arrangements were to 
be made for the further journey, there being no returning Elder who could 
speak the language. We embarked one beautiful evening in a vessel that 
was loaded with a considerable cargo of export products, and comparatively 
little room was left for the accommodation of passengers. After some 
time, however, all were comfortably located, and the journey began. By 
the next morning a violent storm was in progress, and all the passengers 
were sick. As the day wore on there was no sign of abatement of the 
storm, but it rather increased in violence. The captain evidently became 
very anxious and would not leave his post on the bridge except for a very 
few moments at a time. 

By afternoon the fury of the storm had alarmingly increased. The 
ship rolled and tossed, and was driven hither and thither by the wind. 

The_ waves dashed over the deck, necessitating the closing of every door 
and window, but this was not done until many passengers had been 
drenched by the salt water that came through the openings. At times it 
seemed as though we must go to the bottom. So severe was the storm 
that no attempt was made to prepare meals, which, however, the sea-sick 
passengers could not have eaten even if it had been offered. 

When the afternoon was about half gone, the captain, a sturdy old 
seaman, came below and said it was very doubtful if his vessel could 
weather thestorm, as a mast was broken and the ship was unmanageable. 
“Still,” he continued, “I will do all I can, but I wanted you all to under- 
stand the situation and be prepared for the result.” 

The most of the passengers were so sick as apparently to lose all fear of 
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death, and no excitement ensued. There were several wealthy gentlemen, 
however, who were just returning to their homes in England, and these 
wept and prayed, wringing their hands with anguish at their dismal 
prospect. 

I felt as calm as my sea-sickness would permit, and was confident that 
we would safely reach our destination. I so assured my fellow-travelers, 
but they only looked at me with questioning eyes. I told them vessels 
containing Mormons never sank. They hoped not, but shook their heads 
doubtfully. The Saints were the only complacent passenyers aboard. 

During the whole night the storm raged with unabated violence, and 
the captain, unable to maintain his footing on the bridge, ordered himself 
lashed to the mast, where he issued his orders with stentorian tones, 
and managed the ship with great skill during all the dark hours of the 
night, though nearly blinded and drowned by the turbulent waves. While 
the captain was on the watch above, the passengers were anxiously watch- 
ing below, and without doubt every eye remained unclosed while the storm 
raged. 

Shortly after the light dawned the following morning the storm fiend 
seemed to lose his strength, and the captain with dripping clothes, swollen 
and inflamed eyes, came below with the joyous news that danger was past 
and we would shortly bein port. “But never,” said he, “in my fifty years 
experience on the sea, have I seen such a storm.” 

The passengers were almost ready to embrace the gallant captain for 
his noble conduct, and unflagging watchfulness, and when we arrived in 
Hull it was a happy load of human souls that stepped ashore, thankful to 
the Lord for His preserving care, and grateful to the vessel’s officers and 
crew for their courage through this most trying ordeal.—A. H. Cannon, in 
Contributor. 


SACRED ANIMALS. 


WuerE the belief prevails, as it does in India and did formerly in Egypt, . 
that human souls may take possession of animals and reappear in those 
forms, the greatest reverence is shown for, and care taken of the animal 
creation. In Egypt, certain animals were maintained at the public ex- 
pense in sacred parks, and persons were appointed to nourish them with 
the greatest care. Bread, milk, honey, meat, fish, etc., were all supplied 
according to the nature of the animals. No expense was spared. The 
keepers of these animals received great marks of respect, from the people 
as they passed along; for they had upon their persons, the resemblance of 
the species, to which their care was devoted. It seems incredible, yet it 
cannot be doubted, that the greatest sorrow was manifested at the death 
of any of these sacred animals. Their bodies were embalmed and inter- 
red with great pomp and splendor. So great was the veneration in which 
these animals were held, that though the people, when the famine afflicted 
Egypt, were driven to eat human flesh; yet the sacred beasts, birds, rep- 
tiles and fishes were always respected. The Egyptians would rather eat 
human bodies than lay hands upon what in their opinion might be gods in 
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disguise. Animals of the lowest character were kept in the temples, were 
nourished by their priests, and after death were embalmed, and received 
all kinds of honors. If any man, either by accident or design, was the 
cause of the death of any of these animals. he paid the forfeit of his life as 
a penalty of the offense. 

The cat was one of the animals that were held in great veneration. Ifa 
cat died, the owner of the house shaved off his eyebrows; but if a dog 
died, which seemed to be still more sacred than the cat, he shaved his 
whole head. In the desert valley near to the Ben-Hassan, is a small temple, 
excavated in the rock, and itis said this is surrounded by different tombs 
for sacred cats, some of them cutin the rock. Under the sand in front of 
the temple, there was found a large amount of mummies of cats, folded in 
mats; and further on in the desert plain, collections of mummies of cats 
were found, covered with ten feet of sand. Egyptians embalmed the 
bodies of their human dead; but they generally kept their sepulchres sep- 
arate from those of animals. They had places in catacombs purposely ex- 
cavated for the animals. Even the mummies of crocodiles and serpents 
have been found. 

What a strange idea! Yet these people were in many respects very 
highly civilized, and at one time they occupied the foremost place among 
the nations of the earth. The process which they used for embalming 
answered the purpose excellently. Bodies have been preserved for thou- 
sands of years, and in many instances have been fully identified as histor- 
ical personages. 

Everything connected with Egypt is interesting to us as a people, be- 
cause of the intimate connection between Abraham and his grandson Jacob, 
and his descendants with them in Egypt, and also in a national capacity 
after the conquest and settlement of Palestine. |The Savior himself was 
carried when a child into Egypt for sefety. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


In a little shoemaker’s shop in third avenue, New York, there is on exhibition in the 
window a miniature thread-spinning machine run by two trained mice in a sort of tread- 
mill apparatus. The proprietor of the store, who is an ingenious German of an inventive 
turn of mind, planned and invented the machine himself, and as it was built on a small 
scale to fit the space available, it could not be operated by steam power, so he conceived 
the idea of training the mice and having them do the work. The little register fastened 
on one side of the machine shows that the mice daily perform work equivalent to traveling 
ten and a half miles. 


Five prophets have recently appeared in Tacoma, Washington, U.S.A., who declare 
that the world is coming to an end in 1897. They have issued a warning to the people to 
beware of a false Christ, who will arrive about that time. They are Rev. Mr. Jefferis, 
Rev. Mr. Price, H. OC, Leuters, Henry Baker and Mrs. Cliff, all evangelists. They 
declare that nine-tenths of the human race will perish miserably by war, plague, famine, 
pestilence, earthquake, and hail during the next five years. Christ will come with his 
bride, and Satan will be sealed up in a bottle for 1,000 years. Heaven will hang in mid- 
air all that time. They have seen hell, and it is 6,000 miles across, and long enough, to 
hold all sianers. One of the gentlemen, Mr. Jefferis, was formerly rector of a prominent 
Episcopal church in Philadelphia 
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THURSDAY, APRIL 4, 1895. 


A GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


Wuitz many of the Saints in Great Britain are reading this, there will 
be in Zion something the like of which is unknown among any other com- 
munity than the Latter-day Saints—a general conference. This is held 
twice a year—in April and October—and its object is to bring the Saints 
together for instruction in principles of general interest and immediate 
importance to them. 

The first conference was held when the Church was only two months 
old, there being about thirty members present. Since that time there 
have been one hundred and twenty-nine gatherings of this kind, where 
the people could come together to listen to the teachings of God’s servants 
and receive instructions pertaining to their duties, and concerning the pur- 
poses of the Almighty in these latter days. 

“Conference” is looked upon as one of the events of the year in Utah. 
Not only do the Saints look forward to it as a time when they can have a 
spiritual feast, but those who are not members of the church take advan- 
tage of many opportunities offered them for performing secular duties and 
attending to temporal affairs. Many Saints having emigrated from 
the same branch in the world would scarcely ever, if at all, see one anoth- 
er, now that they perhaps live hundreds of miles apart, were it not that 
they come together at these great church gatherings. They anticipate 
the pleasure of renewing old friendships, and of more strongly cementing 
them with the love of the Gospel. They learned to respect each other at 
@ time when they were undergoing trials, and enduring opposition among 
those who despised them. Their meetings now are characterized by a 
warmth of feeling akin to that experienced by relatives who have been 
separated for a season. 

With such love for their fellows burning in their hearts, it is impossible 
for God to withhold His blessings from the people when they meet ina 
general conference. Many of them have traveled great distances for the 
purpose of receiving spiritual strength, and they have an abiding faith in 
the promises of the Lord that they who hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness shall be filled. Their hunger and thirst are appeased, and they go 
away satisfied. 

The surroundings of the place where the Saints meet in conference have 
a tendency to put them in the proper frame of mind for the occasion. The 
Temple which stands as a monument to the faith of the people is a con- 
stant reminder that the present generation does not live for itself alone. 
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There is a sacredness which drives away from the mind things of a worldly 
nature, when it dwells upon the purposes for which that, building was 
erected. When the people assembled, numbering perhaps ten thousand 
or more, join in singing one of the many well known hymns, accompanied 
by the great organ whose tones vibrate through the whole of the large 
Tabernacle, the effect is thrilling in the extreme. A prayer is offered and 
the singing repeated. These are the simple yet sublime preparations 
for speaking. A man of God is now called to address the Saints, they feel 
the Spirit of God by which he speaks, and they know that his words are 
true. Their faith is strengthened, and they renew their resolutions to 
serve their Master. 

When the Saints met a year ago in general conference, the Lord favored 
them with a revelation through His servant on a very important subject. 
Those who sat within the sound of President Woodruff’s voice at that 
time felt a thrill of joy pass through them, and they knew that the word 
of the Lord had been given to them; the law of adoption was made plain 
to the vast multitude. What a privilege it is for the Saints to hear direct 
from the Heavens on subjects affecting the salvation of mankind! After 
the meeting was dismissed, many expressed with emotion how their hearts 
burned within them as they listened to the precious message from on high. 
This topic and others treated upon would serve as themes to talk and 
preach about until the time for next conference should come. 

With such an institution as the general conference established among 
them, the Saints can not become entirely estranged from one another. 
Each conference is thought to be better than the preceding one. Toa 
stranger witnessing the entire proceedings the sight is interesting and in- 
structive. He may have heard of the Latter-day Saints but he has never 
known them before. The proof is produced that they are not losing 
strength, nor approaching dissolution. The lively faith manifested by 
the entire body of worshipers is not fanaticism and bigotry, but it is the 
old faith restored to earth. B. 


ARRIVALS.—The following named Utah Elders arrived in Liverpool per 
American Line steamer Ohio on March 27, 1895: James C. Brown of 
Sandy; Willard C. Burgon and John H. Walker of Union; Thomas Stokes 
of Draper; Albert Collard of Huntington; John B. McMaster of Brigham 
City; and John Redington of Fayette. All well. 


APPOINTMENTS.—Elder James C. Brown has been appointed to labor as 
Traveling Elder in the Welsh Conference. 

Elders Willard C. Burgon and John H. Walker have been appointed to. 
labor as Traveling Elders in the Birmingham Conference. 

Elder Thomas Stokes has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder i in 
the Sheffield Conference. 

Elder Albert Collard has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in 
the Cheltenham Conference. 

Elder John B. McMaster has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder 
in the Scottish Conference. 
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Elder John Redington has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder 
in the London Conference. 


CHANGE oF AppRESs.—The address of the Sheffield Conference house 
has been changed from 104 Catherine Street to 187 Bentinck Street, 
Doncaster, Yorkshire. 


BAPTISM FOR THE DEAD. 


THE principle, or religious tenet, that upholds the theory of vicariously 
redeeming those children of God who have departed from this mortal 
sphere, by their descendants who still live upon earth, is strenuously 
denounced by the whole of the Protestant world; we might add, by those 
of the Catholic suasion also—in truth by Christendom at large. The 
former is eager to oppose the principle, because the latter uphold the 
belief in a Purgatory; for, being in rebellion against Catholicism, it could 
not be expected that Protestantism would uphold one so peculiar Papal 
doctrine. 

Catholics are justified by Holy Writ in the belief in an intermediate 
stage of existence between moriality and the resurrection; but are at 
variance with the prophets and thus also with the principle of baptism 
for the dead, in advocating the practices of praying for departed spirits, 
and the issuing of indulgences in‘their behalf. 

When a thorough understanding of ancient prophecies and teachings is 
attained, the principle under discussion is discovered to be as beautiful 
and desirable as it is true and scriptural; still many have been and are 
unable to comprehend that itis so. A letter now lies before the writer 
containing an attack on this principle as enunciated by Paul when teach- 
ing the resurrection, etc., 1 Cor. xv: 29: “Else what shall they do which 
are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not at all? why are they then 
baptized for the dead?” The language of the letter is as follows :— 

“Paul does not rely on the argument, that some were baptized for the 
dead, to prove the resurrection. On the contrary he argues both against 
those who say the dead are not raised, and who baptize for the dead. He 
shows that if the dead rise not, then Christ is not risen; and he shows that 
those who are baptized are baptized into a dead Christ, or are baptized for 
the dead, of the dead rise not. But thank God we are not baptized into a 
dead Christ, and that is what it means by being baptized for thezdead, 
but we are baptized in a living Christ. Our baptism is typical of both 
His burial and resurrection. Christ has obtained life, glory and immor- 
- tality, this is what we may attain to by being baptized into a living 
Christ; by being baptized for the dead, we get nothing but shame and 
contempt from God.” 

The author of the letter from which the above is an excerpt belongs to 
a sect which advocates baptism by immersion, but does not believe in the 
conferring, or baptism, of the Holy Ghost. This fact alone would show 
‘that he was baptized “in the dead” as he tenaciously states; and as to 
the statement, “By being baptized for the dead, we get nothing but 
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shame and contempt from God,” that is one which cannot be proven from 
the Scriptures. 

In one sense, however, the assertion is true; +.¢., administering the 
ordinance without a divine commission or approval. As in all other Gospel 
ordinances, “No man taketh this honor (of administration) unto himself, 
but he that is called of God as was Aaron,” Heb. v: 4. When a man holds 
this authority, he holds power to perform and seal on earth ordinances of 
the Gospel by virtue thereof and it shall be so sealed and recorded in 
Heaven. This may seem a bold doctrine to advance, nevertheless in all 
ages of the world, whenever the Lord has given a dispensation of the 
Priesthood to any man or any set of men, by active revelation, this power 
has always been given. 

For the precedent, Matt. xvi: 18,19: “And I say unto thee, That thou 
art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it; and I will give unto thee the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed 
in heaven.” When God confers the keys of the Holy Priesthood upon His 
servants, they have the essential means accorded them to obtain a know- 
ledge of facts in relation to the salvation of the children of men, as well 
for the dead as the living. 

Man’s probation upon earth is simply one stage in the eternal round of 
intelligent progression designed by Deity “from before the foundation of 
the world,” and Father Adam and Mother Eve were formed and given 
dominion in the Garden of Eden with certain laws to govern them in that 
paradisiacal place, the transgression of which would bring death upon 
them. The law was broken and consequently death, or mortality, was 
passed upon our first parents, and they became the progenitors of the 
human race, giving bodies of tangible substance unto millions of God’s 
spirits, or children, which also perfectly accorded with His designs. 
“Adam fell that man might be;” and Messiah came in the fulness of time, 
that He might redeem the children of men from the fall. 

Man broke the law of his estate, 
And Jesus came to expiate, 
Atone and rescue fallen man, 
According to Jehovah’s plan. 


That man might not remain the slave 
Of death, of hell, or of the grave. 

“For as death hath passed upon all men, to fulfil the manifest plan of 
the great Creator, there must needs be a power of resurrection, and the 
resurrection must needs come unto man by reason of the fall; and the fall 
came by reason of transgression; and because man became fallen, they 
were cut off from the presence of the Lord,” 2 Nephiix: 6. But by reason 
of Messiah’s infinite atonement man is enabled to overcome the first 
judgment that came upon him, which otherwise would have remained to 
an endless duration and thus frustrated Deity’s designs in man’s exaltation. 

When man goeth from mortality to his long home, Solomon declared, 
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“Then shall the dust (body) return to the earth as it was: and the spirit 
shall return unto God who gave it.” This proves man to be of a dual 
nature, t.¢c., he possesses a body and a spirit. His body we know to be 
morta], and his spirit we are taught is an eternal substance. The mortal 
part_at death is placed in the grave where it decomposes, but the spirit 
flies to the keeping of God. The Savior (Luke xxiii: 43) promised the 
penitent thief that he should be with Him that day in a place which Jesus 
termed, Paradise. Many have taken this to mean heaven, or God’s abid- 
ing place; but the Savior positively refutes such an idea in His answer to 
Mary, three days after His crucifixion, (John xx: 17) when He stated, “I 
am not yet ascended tomy Father.” He had fulfilled His promise, how- 
ever, and had accompanied the malefactor to Paradise, or more plainly, to 
the spirit world; where the spirit resides until the resurrection command 
is issued, (Ezek. xxxvii: 11—14) for the body to come forth out of the 
grave when the bodies and spirits of men will be restored one to another. 
And then will come to pass Daniel’s prophecy (xii: 2), “Many of them 
that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, 
and some to shame and everlasting contempt.” This is made plainer in 
the Savior’s promise that those who were in the graves should hear His 
voice and should come forth, “they that have done good, unto the resur- 
rection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of 
danination.—John v: 28, 29. 

But hold! let us inquire. The dead, those who were in their graves, 
were to hear the voice of the Son of God before they came forth in the 
resurrection. How could this occur and why should it be done? Men 
there are who claim that death consigns the human spirit to a state of 
non-intelligence; if their claim be true, how could Messiah’s prophecy be 
fulfilled? But the claim is adverse to the tenor of Holy Writ. Peter in 
his first epistle (chap. iii: 18) gives us the key note to the accomplishing 


of this mission when he declares that Christ went quickened by the Spirit 


while His body lay in the tomb and preached unto the spirits of those 
men who had waited for many days in the spirit world, even since the 
days ‘of Noah. Then was fulfilled the promise given by the Psalmist 
(xxiv: 7,9), “Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye ever- 
lasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in.” He would by thus 
entering the confines of the abode of departed spirits, and preaching unto 
them the Gospel, fulfil His mission as shown by Isaiah (xlii: 7), “To 
open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and them 
that sit in darkness out of the prison house.” 

God desires that all of His children shall be saved,—“ Let whosoever 
will, come and take of the water of life freely,”"—even though they may 
be ignorant of that_truth while in mortality ; for as Paul writes (1 Cor. iii: 
15), “If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he him- 
self shall be saved; yet so as by fire.” The Savior advanced the same 
idea (Matt. v: 26) when he declared that the prisoners should not go 
forth from the prison house until “the uttermost farthing” of their trans- 
gressions had been paid; and also when He said (Matt. xii: 31) that all 
manner of sin would be forgiven unto men, except “blasphemy against 
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the Holy Ghost ;” that is, that even the dead would have the opportunity of 
repenting, and also of accepting the Gospel, so that they might have claim 
upon life eternal when the day of their resurrection should come “both 
small and great,” Rev. xx: 12. “For,” says Peter, “for this cause was the 
Gospel preached also to them that are dead, that they might be judged 
according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit.’ 
1 Peter iv: 6. | | 

They would fulfil the latter phrase, because they were in the spirit stage 
of existence and could not live otherwise until after the resurrection; at 
which time they, as also those who had accepted the Gospel while in the 
flesh, would be called to stand before God in the day of His righteous judg- 
ment, when He “will render unto every man according to his deeds ;” and 
that judgment will be rendered upon the conditions contained in the laws 
of the Gospel, the same Gospel that Christ and His disciples preached 
while on the earth, and which He also preached to them that were dead. 

It is termed in Holy Writ “the everlasting Gospel;” and is the Gospel 
that Paul declared unto his Corinthian brethren (1 Cor. xv: 1), to whom he 
propounded the question of “Baptism for the dead ;” which he says, “ye 
have received, and wherein ye stand.” In that Gospel was inculcatedia 
belief of a resurrection of a// who would die and a salvation for all who 
would obey the Gospel, whether in this world, or in the spirit world; for 
he says (verse 19), “If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of 
all men most miserable.” 

Paul perfectly agreed with Peter, Isaiah, and other men of God in his 
teachings that the dead as well as the living were to be redeemed, for he 
personally declared to the Roman Saints (Rom. xiv: 9), “For to this end 
Christ both died, and rose, and revived, that He might be Lord both of 
the dead and living;” hence he also wrote to the Corinthians (xv: 22), 
“For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall a// be made alive ;” and to 
his beloved Philippians (chap. ii: 10,11), “That at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under 
the earth; and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father.” All things are to become subject to Christ, 
and He to His Father, “that God may be all in all.” Thus we can enquire 
with Paul, how can this be, save the dead are baptized for? for Messiah 
declared positively (John iii: 5), “Except a man be born of water and of 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God;” for as He also testi- 
fied in referring to John’s labors of baptizing (Luke vii: 29, 30), it is the 
will of God, and no man can be saved by rejecting the will of God, nor 
by remaining without the kingdom of God. 

We have been asked, “how is it, then, if the living are baptized for the 
dead, that ‘no man can redeein his brother, nor give to God a ransom for 
him,’” Psa. xlix: 7% The context of this reference shows that David is 
speaking of the Savior, and that He alone could redeem His brethren, and 
bring an acceptable ransom. In being baptized for the dead, we do not. 
do this, we simply fulfil the conditions which Jesus imposed upon all who 
should receive salvation. The whole plan of human salvation and redemp- 
tion rests upon the vicarious atonement of Christ. He sacrificed His life 
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for the whole of the human family; and to be true followers of Him, 
disciples of Him in very deed, we must work to bring redemption to our 
own families, for thus do we become “saviors upon Mount Zion.” In truth 
Malachi stated in prophecy, which is the testimony of Jesus, over 2200 
years ago that this would be a necessary work previous to Messiah’s second 
advent to earth: “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the 
coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord: and he shall turn the 
heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their 
fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.” Mal. iv: 5,6. We 
here are given to know “that the earth will be smitten with a curse unless 
there is a welding link of some kind or other, between the fathers and the 
children, upon some subject or other, and behold what is that subject? It 
is the baptism for the dead ;” for their salvation is necessary and essential 
to our salvation, as Paul says (Heb. xi: 40) concerning the fathers “that 
they without us cannot be made perfect;”’ neither can we without our 
dead be made perfect. This statement may cause us astonishment, but it 
is none the less true. 

The Savior in addressing His disciples (John xv:) said: “I am the true 
vine, and my Father is the husbandman. Every branch in me that 
beareth not fruit He taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit 
he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. * * * 
As the branch can not bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no 
more can ye, except ye abide in me. Iam the vine, ye are the branches: 
* * * without me ye can do nothing.” Everybody ac- 
quainted with the art of pruning, knows, that to make a tree bear the 
greatest amount of fruit he must trim it so that there will be no small 
branches springing up around the roots, but that there be one vine with 
all the sap running through it. Jesus has not only said, “I am the true 
vine ;” but also, “ye are the branches.” If the tree be properly trimmed 
the sap, which is the life of it, will go from the roots through the vine to 
all the branches thereof. 

Now let us ask, how can the posterity, or sub-growths, of those branches 
get this sap of life if they are disconnected with the branches, and through 
the branches to the vine of God’s own planting. Thus we learn of the 
necessity of a complete connection between the children and their fathers 
to complete the family tree; and this is what Paul refers to (1 Cor. xv: 
23, 24) when he says: “But every man in his own order. Christ the first- 
fruits; afterward they that are Christ’s at His coming,” etc: none can be 
left out, if they are branches of the “true vine;” for then life would cease 
and salvation remain unsecured. 

As a summary we will add that the Prophet Elijah appeared in a temple 
erected and dedicated to God in Kirtland, Ohio, U.S. A., on April 3, 1836, 
and said: ‘Behold, the time has fully come, which was spoken of by the 
mouth of Malachi, testifying that he (Elijah) should be sent before the 
great and dreadful day of the Lord come, to turn the hearts of the fathers 
to the children, and the children to the fathers, lest the whole earth be 
smitten with a curse” (see Doc. and Cov. sec. 110); and he committed the 
keys necessary to perform this glorious work for our fathers to the 
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Prophet Joseph Smith, who held the keys of the Holy Priesthood in this 
latter-day dispensation, much to the consternation and indignation of 
learned modern divines who understand not these scriptures; and further- 
more, this work of redeeming the dead is now being done with great 
energy and success in heavenly sanctuaries, which have been built and 
dedicated for that purpose, bya people who are greatly despised, yet are 
humble followers of the meek and lowly Jesus and thus are rich partakers 
of the sap, or Holy Spirit, that flows from the “true vine,” through God’s 
Holy Priesthood having been restored to earth. H. Srreeper, Jr. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
April 6 has been set apart as Arbor day by Governor West. 
Kanosh Ward, Millard County, is building a new meeting house. 
A little son of Elder Heber J. Grant died from whooping cough on March 10. 
The proposition for further bonding Salt Lake County was defeated by a large majority 
of the voters. 


Hon. Moses Thatcher has become so ill that he is prevented from continuing his labors 
in the*constitutional convention. 


Citizens of Provo are making a move towards beautifying the grounds around the 
Brigham Young Academy building. 

The Ogden Standard’s edition of March 16 was entirely the work of ladies. The pro- 
ceeds of that day’s paper were devoted to charitable purposes. 


Dr. Jinda Ram late commissioner from India to the World’s Parliament of Religions 
has been‘giving’a series of lectures in Salt Lake City on the people, the institutions, and 
the customs of his country. 

In answer“to a letter from the Philadelphia Call to President Woodruff asking the 
entire cost of the Salt Lake Temple, the reply was given that $3,469.118.00, was the correct 
figure for building and grounds. 

Ogden is promised two new industries before long—a wool scouring plant, to be in 
operation’about June 1, and an iron manufactory capable of employing about 250 men, 
which will commence operations early in April. 

Mercurfmining camp is to have a waterworks system. As soon as that is completed 
there will be built two ore mills, one of 100 tons and the other of 50 tons capacity daily. 
They are waiting for the assurance of water to run them. 


W. A. Kinney, Judge Advocate of the Republic of Hawaii, visited Salt Lake City 
where hisZmother lives. He was formerly a resident of Utah, but came this time as a 
representative of the new government on the Sandwich Islands. 


The members of the Third Ward of Salt Lake City and a few invited guests met on 
theaeveningjof¢March 14, to honor the Bishop of the ward Jacob Weiler, who has been 
called to be a Patriarch. He is 87 years old and has been Bishop for nearly forty years. 
Songs, speeches, recitations, and a sketch of Brother Weiler’s life were among the exer- 
cises of the evening. The Presidency of Salt Lake Stake were present. and assisted in 
makingjthe gathering a success. 

Petitions have been presented to the constitutional convention from the ladies in several 
counties jto have‘ a\\clause inserted granting suffrage to women in the new state. On 
March 19‘about|sixtyjladies appeared before the committee on elections and were given a 
hearing. “Nine of them were allowed to speak and each was highly complimented by 
members of the committee and others who heard them. A majority of the committee 
have expressed themselves in favor of the clause enfranchising women. 


